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CONPIDENTIAL HELSINKI 0327 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: FARM, ICRC, VN, OAA, FI 

SUBJ: FEBRUARY 1974 GENEVA CONFERENCE ON THE 
LAWS OF WAR 

REF: (A) STATE 027026 (B) SAIGON 1450 (C) SAIGON 1796 

1. IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL (A), ON FEBRUARH 11 AND 14 
POLITICAL OFFICER MADE DEMARCHE RE 'TRG'' AND LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT ATTENDACE AT GENEVA CONFERENCE ON LAWS OF 
WAR TO FINNISH FONMIN UN SECTION CHIEF, MATTI 
KAHILUOTO. 

2. ON QUESTION "PRG " ATTENDANCE, FINNS ARE STICKING 
TO THEIR BY NOW TRADITIONAL LINE THAT THEY WILL 
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OR "PRO " (READ: THEY ARE STAYING OUT OF GREAT 
POWER CONFLICT). POLITICAL OFFICER MADE STRONG PITCH 
FOR VOTE AGAINST, DRAWING HEAVILY ON EXCELLENT REFTELS 
AND PREVIOUS STATE CABLES, AND RECEIVED SYMPATHETIC 
HEARING WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO CHANGE FINNISH POSITION 
WHICH HAS BEEN MADE ON HIGHEST LEVEL. 

3. ON QUESTION ATTENDANCE AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS IN GENERAL, AND PAIGC GUINEA-BISSAU IN PARTICULAR, 
FINNS AGREE WITH US THAT THEY ONLY ENTITLED TO NON- 
VOTING OBSERVER STATUS IN ACCORDANCE UN PRACTICE. 

THE FINNS DO NOT EXPECT GUINEA-BISSAU TO SEEK FULL 
STATUS. IF QUESTION SHOULD COME UP, THEY ARE PRE- 
DISPOSED TO BEING PER- 
SUADED TO VOTE AGAINST IT. 

WE SUGGEST US DELEGATION DO SO WITH EITHER KAHILUOTO, 
WHO PRO-AMERICAN, OR FINNISH DELEGATION LEADER PAUL 
GUSTAFSSON, IF KAHILUOTO NOT ON SPOT ANY LONGER. 

BOTH WILL ATTEND NORDIC AND OTHER PRE-CONFERENCE 
MEETINGS IN GENEVA. THE FINNS SUSPECT THAT GUINEA- 
BISSAU AND OTHER LIBERATION MOVEMENTS MAY SEEK 
PSEUDO-LEGITIMATE STATUS; I.E., SOME FORM OF SEATING 
WITH NAME PLATES LIKE THE REGULAR DELEGATIONS, 

RATHER THAN NORMAL UN PRACTICE OF JUST ALLOWING 
THEM TO STATE THEIR CASE AT A MICROPHONE. THE 
FINNS ALSO SUSPECT THAT PALESTINIAN GROUPS WILL SEEK 
RECOGNITION OR OBSERVER STATUS, IN THEIR VIEW 
FURTHER COMPLICATING AN ALREADY MESSY SITUATION. 
KREHBIEG 
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